
































the mammal holdings and organizing the extensive collections such that it
ranked among the top five university natural history museums in the
country.

Don has long been active in the American Society of Mammalogists,
and served as president of that organization from 1964 until 1966. He had
previously been secretary and vice-president, and served for many years on
the Board of Directors. In 1987 he received the Hartley T. Jackson Award for
distinguished service to ASM and was awarded honorary membership. Don
was also a member of several other professional societies including the
Association of Science Museum Directors, the Society for the Study of
Evolution, and the Society for Systematic Zoology. During the course of his
career he received grants from NSF, NIH and various conservation and
wildlife organizations.

Of Don Hoffmeister’ s numerous publications, 14 dealt specifically with
Peromyscus. Among these was a 1942 paper co-authored with E. R. Hall.
“Geographic variation in the canyon mouse, Peromyscus crinitus” (3. Mamm.
23:51-65), an outgrowth of Hall’s Mammals of Nevada. Published while he
was still in graduate school, this was Don’ s first major publication on
Peromyscus. This paper is a traditional morphological and systematic study
of this species and extends the earlier work of Osgood. They examined 1214
specimens available to them and refined the known distribution of various
subspecies of canyon mice. In general, their interpretation remains accepted
today.

As noted previously, Hoffmeister’s 1951 monographic treatment of P.
truei (Illinois Biol. Monogr. 21:ix-104) stands as his most noteworthy
contributions to the peromyscine literature. Wilfred Osgood had
circumscribed the P. truei-species group in 1909. The revision by
Hoffmeister is based on examination of more than 2600 specimens of P.
truei, more than double the number Osgood had examined. Several hundred
examples of P. difficilus and P. nasutus were also included. The survey
represented most of the range of these species in the U.S. and Mexico.
Hoffmeister recognized 12 subspecies of P. truei. In addition to strictly
morphological data, ecological and physiological factors were also considered.
In defining the P. truei-species group he addressed the experimental studies
of Lee Dice in which F1 interspecific hybrids could be produced in captivity
under certain conditions.

A subsequent 1961 paper co-authored with Luis de la Torre
“Geographic variation in the mouse Peromyscus difficilus” (3. Mamm. 42: 1-
13) maintained that P. difficilis and P. nasutus are not specifically distinct and
reduced nasutus to a subspecies of P. difficilis, inasmuch as the ranges are
complimentary, corresponding roughly to the U.S.- Mexican boundary, and
they intergrade for color and other characters. Not all mammalogists (e.g
Carleton, 1989) have concurred in this interpretation.

10



Following his retirement Don and his wife continue to reside in
Champaign IL. Don enjoys good health and remains active gardening,
following college sports and traveling, often to visit sons, Robert who is a
physician in Bellingham WA, and Ronald, who is on the Business School
faculty at Arizona State University. Don continues to participate in the
annual meetings of the American Society of Mammalogists as often as he
can.

Donald Hoffmeister

[Many thanks to Bill Lidicker, Dave Schmidley, George Batzli, Lowell Getz, Joyce
Hofmann and Ronald Hoffmeister who provided information for this account]
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